Disgraced Det Sgt Ridgewell

Victims of

roque cop
cleared 50
years later

BY DANNY HALPIN

TWO men have had their
theft convictions quashed
50 years after they were
wrongfully arrested by a
corrupt police officer.
Christopher Poulter and
Kevin Biggs were 21 and 18
respectively when they

court, Mr Poulter was
given a year in prison and
Mr Biggs borstal training.
But the Criminal Cases
Review Commission
referred their case to the
Court of Appeal after new
evidence about disgraced
British Transport Police
officer Ridgewell emerged.
Ridgewell was jailed for
seven years in 1980 after
stealing more than
E1million in goods.

INNOCENT

He was also found to
have framed innocent
young Black men.

Mr Biggs died in 2004
and police were not able to
trace Mr Poulter.

They are the 14th and
15th people to have
convictions quashed after
being linked to Ridgewell.

They were convicted
alongside Stephen
Simmons, whose convic-
tion was quashed in 2018.

Granting their appeals
yesterday, Lord Justice Edis
said the three cases should
have been heard together.

Jenny Wiltshire of
Hickman and Rose, who
has represented many of
Ridgewell’s victims, said
after the hearing: “British
Transport Police knew for
certain that the police
officer whose evidence
sent them to jail was
corrupt just four years
after they were convicted,
and probably a lot earlier”

British Transport Police
were asked for comment.
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were convicted in 1976 of
taking 13 mailbags from a
wagon in Clapham Goods
Yard, South West London.
Det Sgt Derek Ridgewell
said he saw them drive off.

At Inner London crown Vs
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BY JAMES PODESTA

CHRISTINE Keeler's letters from
prison reveal a young woman
hopeful for the future despite her
conviction for perjury.

In them, the 1960s showgirl at the
heart of the Profumo scandal tells her
mum Julie Ellen not to worry about her
while she was in Holloway Prison,
which she likened to school.

One says: “Things have gone
very fast in the past year.

“But I'm still your
daughter and I'll be
coming home again
soon every weekend
when people have
forgotten all about me”

Keeler, right in around
1990, was jailed in 1963
after giving false evidence
during the trial of ex-partner
Lucky Gordon, who she claimed
had attacked her - though her son
Seymour Platt maintains her pros-
ecution was an Establishment
stunt to discredit her.

The nine handwritten letters
from prison are from December 8,
1963, just after she was sent down
aged 21, to April 19, 1964, days
before she was released.

Her first letter describes jail

COI

conditions in a surprising way. She
says: “This place isn't half as bad as 1
expected, the people here are very nice,
everyone is nice to me. Don't worry I'm
fine in fact it’s just like school, and
there is a girl here I went to school
with.” In her next letter written on
December 29, 1963 she writes of having
had a nice Christmas with “plenty to
eat and a few party games”,
She adds: "I do hope youre
both well as I worry about
you both dreadfully, you
have even more time to
worry about things... do
look after yourselves...
your all I'v [sic] got in
the world”
Keeler also references
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her notoriety and how prison helped
her escape it, writing: "I quite like it
here, it's nice to get away from the life
I'was having outside.

She writes in another letter: "Don't
worry mum, I'm not going to do

anything wrong so don't even think of

it, remember | have learnt to let the
water just run off my back’”

CABARET

She also mentions plans for pursuing
a film career after getting out.

She says: "I am only young and |
should start on a career of some sort
seeing as my name is well known 1
might as well carry on with that and
make lots of money, ha! ha!

“Mr Lyons has got me a very good
agent that [ will sign up with
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but only for six months just in case 1
don't need him. He is very well known
in the film business.” Her final letter
states: "“Not long now (I can't wait)

Keeler, who worked at a cabaret club,
became famous when her affair with
the Secretary of State for War John
Profumo was exposed in 1963. She was
also linked to a Soviet naval attaché.

Profumo initially denied the affair
but admitted it weeks later and
resigned. The scandal, one of the
biggest of the 20th century, contributed
to the Conservatives' defeat by Labour
in the 1964 general election.

Keeler became a big name in the
1960s scene with her risqué photo
shoots. She died aged 75 in 2017.

The letters, which have been offered
by a private collector, are now to be

Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex.
Specialist Mark Wilkinson said:
“[Keeler’s] enduring appeal comes
from the fact that she is a cultural
and historical icon of 1960s Britain,

the explosive 1963 Profumo
affair”

The sale takes place
on October 6.
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